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ARTIST'S STATEMENT 


The objective of my research is to create paintings which are 
syntheses of Western and Eastern traditions. My painting is about 
appropriation. I take certain aspects of Western art, namely 
formalism, expressionism and minimalism with their primary concern 
on the manipulation of art materials and formal elements, and 
integrate them with the essence of traditional Chinese art which 
is the spiritual execution of calligraphic brush marks with black 
ink on rice paper. The creative process involves overlapping 
images and putting together fragments from each tradition. The 
medium is water—based paints (acrylic, ink, watercolor and gouache) 
on paper. 


Many of my images are derived from the Canadian wilderness. The 
grandeur and timeless feeling of the West Coast old growth forest 
have inspired me to create the “Rain Forest" triptych located in 
the first gallery. The big trees are used as a metaphor to express 
the universal life energy. Small pieces in the show are 
derivatives of the same theme. 


The China Room is a result of my recent visit to Beijing in the 
summer of 1994. *“Jade" is a precious stone which serves 
ceremonially to mediate between nature and human beings. 


"“Yin/Yang, Union of the Opposites", in the upstairs gallery, is my 
attempt to express aspects of Eastern Taoist philosophy. The 
Yin/Yang principle represents the constant change and motion of the 
universe and thus of human experience. Paintings are exhibited in 
pairs. They can be read formally as tonal acrylic washes on large 
sheets of watercolor paper. Furthermore, they are meant to convey 
Eastern aesthetics of harmony, balance and simplicity. 


Special thanks to Professor Robert Sinclair, my advisor, for his 
gentle and skillful guidance which lead me on the path of 
continuous discovery; Professor Jetske Sybesma, art historian, for 
her insightful teaching which took me back to my artistic roots of 
Chinese heritage; and Reiner Loewan, my husband, for his ceaseless 
encouragement and support, as well as constructing all the frames 
specifically for the presentation of this show. 


Amy Loewan 
January 1995 
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List of Slides 


No. Title and Medium Size (width x ht 
1 Genesis *c 15" x 208 
2 Freedom of the spirit *c eS eee ae Ore 
S| Nature Whispers, Mountain ash leaves on paper 11" x 11" 
4 Nature Whispers, Willow leaves on paper 1 exe 
5 Nature Speaks #1 *c ER pas Moka 
6 Nature Speaks #2 *c OnEx 12" 
7 Nature Speaks #3 *c 13 ee 
8 Nature Speaks #4 ¥*c oh) os dew elk 
9 Nature Speaks #5 *c ON x fom 
10 Nature Speaks #6 *c ash daa hcl? 
ans Nature Speaks #7 *c Ota ie 
12 Rain Forest #1 *cw et tex) Cmte 
Chinese Characters meaning: 
A) forest 


sALAe ) living water 
(4/45 Yh) river of life 


13 Rain Forest #2 *a ie tteocnOoutt 
14 Rain Forest #3 *a LEGUeXnOett 
15 Tree/Living Stream *c Lette xeo ett 
16 Tree Interior #1 *a te" x 14" 
137 Tree Interior #2 *a ckalbl edt aad 
18 Tree Interior #3 *a Tet ex Tee 
19 Tree Interior #4 *a Ti" x 198 


20 Yin/Yang, Union of the Opposites 
Full installation view 


21 Yin/Yang, individual pair *a or ces OmeG 
Ze Yin/Yang, individual pair *a Ht tex batt 
23 Yin/Yang, individual pair *a Lat te eo eG 
24 Yin/Yang, individual pair *a Let tereonn t 
25 Spectrum Blue #1 *a wee Se ley ihe 
26 Spectrum Blue #2 *a Ne wen Se Hey ohm 
27 ' Documenting the process 

Photography assisted by Reiner Loewan 

and Sophie Fernandez 
28 Living Water Installation *ab ROE Giese Sie Sehr 
29 The China Room 

Palace Museum, Beijing *a Deere oS Cote pcir 
30 Fabric and Paper *a et Ca SelO ele 
at Jade *a 46" x 38" 
32 Kindness *¢ oh». auG to bi 


¥a, acrylic on watercolour paper 
*ab acrylic on watercolour paper and on board 
*o acrylic, Chinese ink, rice paper, watercolour paper..collage 


*cw acrylic, Chinese ink, rice paper, watercolour paper, wax 


